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OVERVIEW

Matthew C. Dates is a Shareholder in the Litigation Department. With over 25 jury 

trials in federal court, Matthew is a skilled trial lawyer and seasoned investigator 

who brings a wealth of experience to each new matter.

Matthew has a wide range of experience defending allegations made by the United 

States and private plaintiffs including securities fraud, Clean Water Act violations, 

and Ponzi schemes.  In addition, Matthew was appointed by the court as a receiver 

in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida.

Before joining the Firm, Matthew was an Attorney/Advisor with the United States 

Secret Service. Matthew was assigned to the litigation surrounding the Whitewater 

Independent Counsel investigations of President Clinton. On behalf of the United 

States Secret Service, Matthew represented the Secret Service Agents and 

Uniform Division personnel during their testimony before the grand jury 

investigating President Clinton.

Matthew served as counsel to the United States Secret Service during several other 

independent counsel investigations, including the White House Travel Office, 

Monica Lewinsky, and various fundraising activities.  Matthew provided legal 

guidance to Secret Service agents concerning issues of protection and criminal 

investigations. Matthew developed significant investigative skills while serving at a 

premier law enforcement agency.

Spending over seven years at the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern 

District of Florida, Matthew served as an Assistant United States Attorney in the 

Executive, Narcotics, Major Crimes and Appellate Divisions, handling a wide 

variety of cases from investigation through trial. With numerous jury trials, 

Matthew has extensive experience prosecuting fraud matters, violent crimes, 

firearms offenses, and major narcotics cases.

During his time at the United States Attorney's Office, Matthew was a member of 

the executive division charged with the daily operation of the third largest district 

in the country consisting of over 225 federal prosecutors.  First serving as Special 

/
https://www.stearnsweaver.com/offices/miami/
http://www.stearnsweaver.com/practices/litigation-dispute-resolution
http://www.stearnsweaver.com/practices/white-collar-defense-investigations-law
http://www.stearnsweaver.com/practices/white-collar-defense-investigations-law


REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

Appointed by U.S District Court Judge Cooke as the Special Master in a matter alleging that detainees being held in 

custody by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) were not receiving the proper personal protective equipment, 

thus increasing their risk of contracting COVID-19.  Matt was required to act as a neutral investigator and conduct on-

site inspections of three Florida detention facilities, write a report detailing his factual findings and make 

recommendations regarding the issues contained in the Order. After conducting inspections of the detention facilities, 

directing what video and photographic evidence needed to be taken, and requesting additional evidence, he provided the 

Court the report. He negotiated with both sides during the process regarding a wide range of issues and provided 

recommendations regarding objections based on privilege.  On March 25, 2021, the Court entered its order affirming the 

Special Master’s Report and adopting the proposed recommendations. View the Order here.

Served as the court appointed receiver in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida in a breach 

of contract action brought by a bank arising from a debt obligation in excess of $1.5 million dollars against a corporation 

and its guarantors.

Represented indirect purchaser plaintiff class in a multi-district class action antitrust matter involving an industry-wide 

conspiracy by polyurethane foam manufacturers to artificially inflate and manipulate prices resulting in a $151 million 

dollar settlement approved by the court.

Defended the CEO of a bank and the institution in a six-week civil jury trial brought by the Securities and Exchange 

Commission regarding disclosure and accounting fraud allegations.  Following a successful Eleventh Circuit defense 

Counsel for Public Affairs, Matthew was responsible for communication with the 

media for all matters within the Southern District of Florida.  Later as the Special 

Counsel to the United States Attorney, Matthew supervised the Office of the 

Special Counsel for Public Affairs.  In addition, Matthew chaired the hiring 

committee and advised the United States Attorney on significant matters including 

hiring, promotion, staffing, case management, and indictment review.

Matthew also served as a Senior Counsel with the American Red Cross in 

Washington, D.C.  On behalf of the Red Cross, a multi-billion dollar per year 

501(c)(3) corporation, he directed a team of forty investigators who reviewed over 

25,000 allegations of Hurricane Katrina related fraud, which represented millions 

in donor dollars that the team sought to recover. Matthew developed new 

parameters for fraud prevention during major disasters to guide Red Cross 

chapters in the field. Matthew supervised the investigators in developing the 

evidence necessary to provide the United States Department of Justice with 

referrals for prosecution.

At the Red Cross, Matthew conducted many internal investigations regarding 

allegations of misconduct and was also responsible for compliance with the Office 

of Foreign Assets Control regulations. In that capacity, Matthew ensured that the 

organization adhered to the various country-specific U.S. economic sanctions 

program restrictions. Matthew provided guidance on other compliance matters and 

managed outside counsel.
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appeal, served as counsel during the second six-week jury trial resulting in a complete defense verdict on all allegations 

made by the Commission.

Defended a bank in several simultaneous civil suits in both federal and state court regarding the bank's alleged 

participation in a $1.2 billion dollar Ponzi scheme.

Defended owner of residential golf community in a lawsuit brought by the United States regarding allegations of 

violations of the Clean Water Act for construction work done on the course.

Represented a corporate officer during Securities and Exchange Commission investigation into allegations of misconduct 

surrounding the timing of stock purchases and sales.

Represented two municipalities against Miami-Dade County resulting in the multi-million dollar payment to each City of 

its rightful pro-rata share of transportation surtax proceeds.

Advised corporations involved in international transactions regarding Office of Foreign Assets Control compliance and 

handling issues involving prohibited persons.

Handled internal investigations and compliance reviews on behalf of corporations.

PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Teach for America, Board of Directors, 2019-Present

Appointed by the Chief Judge of the Southern District of Florida to serve on the committee to oversee the events to 

commemorate Black History Month.

RECOGNITION

Recipient of Miami-Dade County League of Cities President's Municipal Service Award for pro bono efforts on behalf of 

the cities in resolving disputes over tax proceeds with Miami-Dade County.

NEWSROOM

In the Media: Miami Gardens scores victory over 25% water surcharge

The Miami Times | | September 2022

In the Media: Want to Rise to the Bench? Search Starts to Replace 2 South Florida Magistrate Judges

Daily Business Review | | January 2022

In the Media: Miami federal judge orders a new fact-finder to investigate ICE detention centers

Miami Herald | | July 2020

In the Media: Fla. Judge Taps Stearns Weaver Atty To Monitor ICE Centers

Law360 | | July 2020
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In the Media: Alan Levan gets back to work

Miami Herald Business Monday | | August 2017

In the Media: Levan, BBX cleared of SEC charges

South Florida Business Journal | | May 2017

In the Media: Jury Clears BankAtlantic, CEO Of SEC Disclosure Claims

Law360 | | May 2017

In the Media: Federal Jury Clears Levan and BBX on All SEC Claims

Daily Business Review | | May 2017

In the Media: 11th Circ. Axes SEC Win in BankAtlantic Fraud Case

Law360 | | September 2016

In the Media: $151 Million Settlement Approved in Foam Class Action 

Daily Business Review | | March 2016

EDUCATION

J.D., George Washington University Law School, 1995

A.B., Princeton University, 1992

ADMISSIONS

Florida

District of Columbia

Maryland

United States District Courts for the Middle and Southern Districts of Florida

United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

/blog/category/in-the-media/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article166840997.html
/blog/category/in-the-media/
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2017/05/08/levan-bbx-cleared-of-sec-charges.html
/blog/category/in-the-media/
https://www.law360.com/florida/articles/919320/breaking-jury-clears-bankatlantic-ceo-of-sec-disclosure-claims?nl_pk=693b4ac4-bbc1-4bcd-94f8-96ed65b259
/blog/category/in-the-media/
http://link.dailybusinessreview.com/click/9566878.14090/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kYWlseWJ1c2luZXNzcmV2aWV3LmNvbS9pZD0xMjAyNzg1NTYwMzUyL0ZlZGVyYWwtSnVyeS1DbGVhcn
/blog/category/in-the-media/
http://www.law360.com/articles/845823/11th-circ-axes-sec-win-in-bankatlantic-fraud-case
/blog/category/in-the-media/
http://www.dailybusinessreview.com/id=1202751185045/151-Million-Settlement-Approved-in-Foam-Class-Action?mcode=1202615481257&curindex=0&curpage=ALL

